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Jersey coast. High winds, even without rain or snow, interfere greatly
with aviation and are responsible for many accidents. Thousands of
other examples of the effect of the weather on transportation could easily
be gathered.
The more elaborate and delicate the machinery used in transportation,
the more sensitive it is to the weather. A man on foot can travel on
skis or snowshoes where no other form of transportation is feasible. A
horseman can ford flooded streams or wade through mud that would
prevent carts from traveling. Trains are stopped by the weather more
frequently than are horse-drawn vehicles. Where such vehicles are used,
runners can be substituted for wheels in snowy weather. Sleighs or
sledges are one of the most efficient ways of using animals for transporta-
tion. Automobiles are kept off the roads by bad weather more often
than are trains. Airplanes, and especially dirigibles, are more subject
to the caprices of the weather than any other common forms of
transportation.
Impressive Types of Climatic Disasters
So great is the effect of climatic variations upon human prosperity that
we may well consider some of the more impressive types. Tornadoes are
one of the most spectacular and dangerous manifestations of weather. It
is an awe-inspiring sight to see a black, whirling funnel sweeping toward
one, while an ominous black cloud spreads out at its top. Tornadoes
are most common in the south-central part of the United States. The
early part of February, 1884, was a famous tornado season. In the region
from Illinois to the Gulf of Mexico and as far east as Virginia tornado
after tornado occurred. Over 800 people were killed and 10,000 build-
ings destroyed* Lightning in ordinary thunderstorms sometimes does
terrible damage. In 1926 a munition reservation of the United States
Navy in New Jersey was struck by lightning. The explosions and fires
which resulted from this killed 21 people, destroyed 80 buildings, and
did damage to the extent of $85,000,000. A considerable percentage of
the fires in the United States and other countries is due to lightning.
Floods are another ominous result of unusual weather. We have
already seen what dire effects they produce in China. In 1911 a Chinese
flood drowned about 100,000 people. This takes no account of the still
greater number who died later because the flood ruined the crops and led
to famine and disease. For about six weeks in April and May, 1927, our
own Mississippi inundated 20,000 square miles of land along its course
from Missouri and Kentucky southward. Over 4,000,000 acres of crops
were destroyed, together with 25,000 horses, 50,000 cattle, 148,000 hogs, and
1,300,000 hens and other poultry. Several hundred people were drowned

